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Where the Wild
Things Grow

Ifyou’re anywhere near the Elgin Valley in the Cape early
November, this is where you need to be. Exquisite gardens,
thought-provoking artworks, and two invited artists who
exhibit two faces of painting inspired by nature...combine
for the annual charitable Elgin Open Garden show.

Words and photographs by Alison Green
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abutting the Kogelberg Biosphere is the historical
‘home of Wildekrans Country House. The base.

camp for the Green and Blue Mountain Trails, this 1811
homestead is also a haven for those seeking a farm stay
far from the madding crowd. The home is a balancing act
between contemporary arts and the Cape period pieces
true to the nineteenth century history.

‘The two signature aspects of this destination are the

and

D WARFED BY THE HOUW HOEK mountains and

African artworks. The unstructured farm gardens
seamlessly lead you to fynbos mountain walks and
orchard meanders. The Jakkals River, which has its source
high above the
Cluver Wine Estate, runs through the property on the
‘mountainside. A meandering stream, sourced by a Houw
Hoek mountain spring, trickles around artworks just
below the Homestead, branching off to create a series of
fairytale lily ponds, the vision of the owner's late mother,
Roma Green.

‘Wildekrans Country House has participated in the
charity Elgin Open Garden show since inception. Home
to owners Alison Green and Barry Gould, this is their
twenty fifth year of showing their gardens. These will

be open over the weekends of the Ist and the 8th of
November. In the words of artist Caryn McArthy, visitors
can expect to step through the gates of this historical 1811
property, and into the magi of an enchanted garden. This

d
water ponds,old heirloom roses heady in scent, shaded lawns to
stretch out on under old majestic tres, olive groves, fruit rees,
indigenous beds, abundant birdife and in between all of nature’s
beauty - contemporary sculptures quietly take residence here.
Artworks by celebrated South African artists Bruce
Arnott, Deborah Bell, Wilma Cruise, William Kentridge
and George Phemba are carefully placed inside the
Homestead and around the gardens. A diptych by the
late Robert Hodgins and a collection of Nguni ceramic
heads by the late Nikki Swanepoel form part of this
collection. A self-guided garden sculpture route takes the
visitor to around fifteen places of contemplation at the.




‘The artworks are moved around playfully and to suit the.
growth spurts of the garden and time of year.
In celebration of the beginning of summer and Elgin
Open Gardens, each year Wildekrans Country House
h by

in the historical Barn. This year of 2024 will see the old
‘walls of the barn showeasing the works of plein air painter
Joanna Lee Miller and artist Caryn McArthy in their
exhibition entitled: WHERE THE WILD THINGS GROW -
inspired by the surrounds of the Flgin Valley.

Wildekrans Country House has been part of Joanna Lee
Miller's life for the last four years, having first experienced
the wild, inviting landscape on a weekend away with an
artist friend. Being Plein Air painters, they both brought
their paints and spent the weekend either in the foliage
or high above it on the hills surrounding the property,
capturing the beauty all around.

“Returning to Widekrans as one of the two Eigin Open Gardens
‘quest artists thisyear is a dream come true - have spent many
weekends at Wildekrans in preparation for the shoi, painting in
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